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conditions, if it permits the most favourable utilisation
of our forces.

Tactical results are the only things that matter in
war Nothing but decision by arms makes an award
possible, for such a decision alone makes a vwtom and a
vanquished; alone does it modify the respective situa-
tion of the opposing parties, of which one becomes the
master of his own acts, while the other has to submit
to the will of the adversary. Wheie there is no battle,
there is no awaid, nothing is accomplished Valmy
proves it. Dumounez finds himself in Samte-Mene-
hould Is he outflanked? He is, for he finds himself
cut off from dnect communications with Pans; he
resorts to indnect communications But there has been
no decision by arms, no tactical result He decides
that nothing is yet concluded he does not withdraw.
When he is attacked, he defends himself. As he is not
beaten, it is the enemy who are beaten, for they have
failed at the bar of battle.

No strategy can henceforth prevail over that which
aims at ensuring tactical results, victory by fighting.

A strategy paving the way to tactical decisions
alone: this is the end we come to in following a study
which has produced so many learned theories. Here,
as everywhere else, as m politics, the entrance upon the
stage of human masses and passions necessarily leads
to simplification

"Although one may follow many roads in war,
fighting is the only means of reaching the end. Every-
thing in war constantly remains subordinated to decision
by arms, which alone in the last instance pronounces
judgment. Once your adversary seems decided to
resort to that supreme jurisdiction, you must of all
necessity follow him in his appeal (unless you aie certain
he does not intencl to proceed) To adopt from the
start a more cautious line of conduct is to risk losing
the case. . . . War has but one means at its disposal,
namely fighting. . . . Therefoie, whichever system is
adopted, be it offensive or defensive, it is always and
necessarily tactics which decide the issue. And all
strategical combinations must aim at reaching tactical
results, for these alone are the fundamental cause of
every successful solution. . " (Clausewitz).

As, then, strategy does not exist by itself, as it is